[Frey operation--valuable alternative in the surgical treatment of chronic pancreatitis].
The "golden standard" of the surgical treatment of chronic pancreatitis with an inflammatory mass in the head of the pancreas seems to be the duodenum preserving resection of the head of the pancreas as described by Beger. However, in some cases, the inflammatory process may induce an encasement of the retropancreatic intestinal vessels making the dissection of the portal vein very difficult. The local resection of the head of the pancreas combined with longitudinal pancreaticojejunostomy (Frey operation) was developed in order to provide a simple and less time consuming procedure, that avoids the dissection of the portal vein and is especially indicated in cases with severe inflammatory and edematous alterations of the head of the pancreas at this level and with dilated pancreatic duct. Two patients with chronic pancreatitis with severe pain, addiction to analgesics and weight loss underwent a Frey procedure. In both patients an inflammatory mass in the head of the pancreas and dilated pancreatic duct were demonstrated. The freeing of the head of the pancreas from the portal vein was not possible because of the intense inflammatory process. The local resection of the pancreatic head and the longitudinal pancreatico-jejunostomy was successfully performed. There were no postoperative mortality or morbidity and the short and long term results (pain relief and nutritional status) are excellent.